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 We are so  thankful for our          

Sunday School teachers &                   

Children’s Ministry leaders. Please pray for them               

as they  dedicate  themselves to your children. 



The Path of Reaction—by Olivia Dummer 
 
Everyone has had that moment when they look back and wonder how in the world they got in the 
mess they’re in now. The series of events leading from good intentions to bad results sometime will 
shock even the most observant of Christians. 
So how do these events get so off course? I am proposing that it is possible that you were never truly 
on course. Let’s flip to the last couple of chapters in Judges and talk about the events that                                    
happened in the land of Israel.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
In Judges 19-21 we find the story of a land that had yet again turned from God. They lived the way they wanted to, free 
of boundaries and submission. This wasn’t a new state of being for Israel; they spent hundreds of years living on the oppo-
site side of God’s blessings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
So why is this significant?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
It started with the story of a Levite man and his concubine who were on a journey home and took refuge in a place called 
Gibeah in Benjamin. What happened that night was the result of a people consumed with sin—they lived and breathed 
it. After pushing the man to come out and join them, he sent his concubine whom they abused to the point of death. The 
tragic story didn’t stop there; rather it caused him to respond.                                                                                                                                           
Rather than dealing with his part of the situation, he sent for the nation to rally behind this 
cause—the cause he himself was a part of. The result was a nation that turned on each other and 
almost annihilated one of its tribes completely. If you read the story you’ll get a better picture of 
all of the mess and politics that went on behind the scenes, but you must understand there was a lot 
of pride on the line, a lot of misplaced loyalty, and a lot of sin involved.                                                                                                                                             
If you read the story all the way through, you will find the Israelites stuck over and over again, 
covering their previous sins with even more sin. You read and wonder how anything could ever be 
turned around. You wonder if they will ever learn their lesson.                                                                                                                                                                                             
Have you ever felt stuck in that same cycle? Constantly feeling as if you’re climbing out of a hole, 
your good intentions leading you to even more messes than you started out with. The Israelites 
launched into a devastating war with their brothers, the Benjamites. But were the Benjamites 
right to do what they did? No, not even a little. But the situation can be traced back to the Levite 
man who avoided his problems and sent someone else out to deal with them for him. He stepped 
into a sinful environment and surrounded himself with people who were harmful to him and his 
family, and he wasn’t willing to pay the consequences or admit his part in where they ended up.                                                                                                                                 
So what is my point?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
In this story we find a tragic idea we live every day, the idea that our every action is linked to our 
circumstances. We live in a world of reaction, alleviating us of the responsibility of making choices 
that proactively keep us from harm. Rather than keeping himself and his family away from a 
place of danger, he walked right into a community that was far from safe.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
We have a responsibility as Christians to have more than good intentions, and we need some fol-
low-through. It’s time for us to be intentional about the way we live, the people with whom we sur-
round ourselves, and the lines we draw lest we find ourselves in a place where we’re wondering 
what has happened to our family, our future, and our walk with God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
I’m asking you readers to come on a journey with me, to toss good intentions to the side, and let God 
have a hand in guiding your path. The story of the nation of Israel is a bumpy and curvy one, filled 
with disaster and victory. We see a people who constantly struggled with what they wanted, what 
they thought was right, and who they followed. The result was a constant state of upheaval and 
strain.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
I’ve decided good intentions aren’t enough for me anymore.;  I’m learning to let God have the final 
say in my life’s direction.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
I plan to choose intentions over reactions. 

October Schedule: 

Tuesday, October 4—student prayer and fast 

day @ church 7 pm 

Friday, October 7—Student Night 6:45 

Friday, October 14—Student Night 6:45 

Friday, October 21—Student Night 6:45 

Saturday, October 22—Student Outreach 9:30 am                 

Friday, October 28—Student Night 6:45 



  

Once again we greet all our precious partners in Jesus 

Name! This is to update you all on some highlights of 

the work here in Kenya and South Sudan.   Since our 

last update in Jan 2016 the Lord has kept us pretty 

busy traveling, teaching etc.  Over the last three 

months we have personally witnessed among other 

things 38 souls baptized in Jesus name,  including two 

former South Sudanese Child soldiers, 35 filled with 

the Holy Ghost for the first time, 4  miraculous heal-

ings, 4 persons delivered from demon possession.  To 

God be all glory!       -Groves Family, Sudan/Kenya 



 

  

  

As I usually do daily, I sat in my Lazy Boy chair and 

began to pray and worship the Lord, The thought of 

“time” came to me. There are many scriptures in the 

Word of God about time.  The one I often think of is 

Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3:                                             

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven; A time to be 

born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to 

kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A  time to weep, and a 

time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to 

gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, 

and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a 

time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 

time of peace….He hath made every thing beautiful in his time…”  

 There is a time for everything.  How much time in 24 hours do we 

waste?  People these days are so busy with the cares of this life and 

waste away their lives with many things such as sports, shopping, cell 

phones, etc., while their families suffer because of lack of communica-

tion with one another. As Christians we should keep that in mind as we 

walk with God. We have great influence upon our friends and family. 

Therefore, the enemy of our souls would like us to be too busy to spend 

time with them.  

God gave us 24 hours in a day. How much of it do we give unto the 

Lord?  He doesn’t ask much, but He does want to be first in our lives. So 

when you pray, ask God how much He requires of you and then try to 

give it.  

There is an old saying that says, “Only one life twill soon be passed, only 

what’s done for Christ will last.”  Though the time I have spent writing 

this has been just a little, I hope someone has been blessed by it. 

What Time Is It in Your Life?        

-by Sis. Barbara Morse 

To be like Jesus, To be like Jesus 
All I ask- to be like Him 
All through life's journey, from earth to glory 
All I ask- to be like Him. 

See last page for                                  

October Events 
 
 

(Events below are subject to change.) 

 

 

District Hyphen Retreat for older 

youth—Nov 1-5 

Daylight Savings Time Ends—Nov. 6  (Set clocks back Sat. night) 

Election Day—Nov. 8 

Leadership Fall Planning Retreat —Nov. 18-19 

Thanksgiving Dinner—Nov. 20 

Midweek Service—Tues., Nov. 22, (No service Wed.) 

Thanksgiving—Nov. 24 

Ladies’ Christmas Party—Dec. 3 

Men’s Christmas Dinner—Dec. 10 

Christmas for Christ Offering—Dec. 11 

Christmas Service—Dec. 18 am 

Christmas Banquet—Dec. 18 pm 

Christmas Day—Dec. 25—(Christmas morning Service, no evening 

service ) 

New Year’s Day—Jan. 1 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 1 

Men’s Prayer 8:00 am                                                   
Outreach Prayer &                                                                 
Visitation 9:30 am   

2 

Sunday School 9:30 am                
Worship Service 10:30 am     
Praise Explosion 6:00 pm 

3 

Prayer 7 pm 

4 

Prayer for 
Pastor & 
family 

5 

Bible Study             
7 pm 

6 7 

 

8 

Men’s Prayer 8:00 am                                             
Outreach Prayer &                                                                 
Visitation 9:30 am   

9 

Sunday School 9:30 am                
Worship Service 10:30 am  
Praise Explosion 6:00 pm     

 

10 

Prayer 7 pm 

 

 

11 

Prayer for 
Pastor & 
family 

12 

Bible Study                
7 pm 

13 14 

 

15 

Men’s Prayer 8:00 am                                                
Outreach Prayer &                                                                 
Visitation 9:30 am   

16 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am        
Praise Explosion 6:00 pm 

17 

Prayer 7 pm 

18 

Prayer for 
Pastor & 
family 

19 

Bible Study                 
7 pm 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

Men’s Prayer 8:00 am                                                          
Outreach Prayer &                                                                 
Visitation 9:30 am   

23 

Sunday School 9:30 am                
Worship Service 10:30                
Praise Explosion 6:00 pm 

24 

Prayer 7 pm 

25 

Prayer for 
Pastor & 
family 

26 

Bible Study                  
7 pm 

 

27 28 29 

Men’s Prayer 8:00 am                                                          
Outreach Prayer &                                                                
Visitation 9:30 am  

30 

Sunday School 9:30 am                
Worship Service 10:30                
Praise Explosion 6:00 pm 

31 

Prayer 7 pm 

NOV. 1 

Prayer for 
Pastor & 
family 

NOV. 2 

Bible Study   
7 pm 

NOV. 3 NOV. 4 NOV. 5 

Men’s Prayer 8:00 am                                                          
Outreach Prayer &                                                                
Visitation 9:30 am  

SUN. MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. 

Pastor Appreciation 

Men’s Camping Trip 

Monthly 
Leadership 

Planning 


